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Bible and Prayer-book, its classical books, or its
great dictionaries, is probably, alike in accuracy of
composition, in excellence of spacing and press-
work, and in clearness of type, among the most
flawless that has ever been produced. Book-lovers
were at one time known to complain of it as so good
as to be uninteresting, but under the Controllership
of Mr. Horace Hart, while the old excellence has
been maintained, the work of the press became
distinctly richer and more individual.

If England has no lack of good printers at the
present day, in Scotland they are, at least, equally,
plentiful.

The Ballantyne Press was founded by James
Ballantyne, a solicitor in Kelso, with the aid of Sir
Walter Scott. Ballantyne and Scott had been
school-fellows and chums, and after they had been
separated for some years, while Scott was studying
in Edinburgh and Ballantyne was carrying on the
Kelso Mail, they met and renewed their friendship
in the stage coach that ran between Kelso and
Glasgow. Shortly afterwards, Ballantyne called on
Scott, and begged him to supply a few paragraphs
on legal questions of the day to the Kelso MaiL
This Scott readily undertook to do, and when the
manuscript was ready he took it himself to the
printing-office, and with it some of the ballads
destined for Lewis's collection then publishing in
Edinburgh. Before he left he suggested that Bal-
lantyre should print a few copies of the ballads, so